
 

 

Do you have asthma, like 
to exercise outside, or 
experience occasional 
shortness of breath? If so, 
you may want to download 
the Clean Air Make More 
Desktop Widget so you 
can receive daily air quality 
updates specific to the 
Phoenix Metro area 
straight to your work or 
home computer. The 
information regarding 
restrictions on wood 
burning, leaf blowers, and 
off-highway vehicles are 
available on the widget as 
well as other useful clean 
air facts from the Maricopa 
County Air Quality 
Department. Click here to 
download the attractive 
widget now! 
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To begin with, we would like 
to recognize our outstanding 
new members that will help us 
start of the New Year! 
American Automobile 
Association of Arizona, 
Canyon State Bus Sales, 
and Freightliner of Arizona 

have all joined us in the 
commitment to achieving 
cleaner air and energy 
security. 
    As far as the automotive 
market is concerned, we are 
starting off 2012 in an exciting 
and innovative state. The 
North American International 
Auto Show initiated on 
January 8, 2012 and includes 
one of the largest displays of 
alternative fuel vehicles to 
date. Some vehicles to look 
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out for this year will be the 
plug-in hybrid Toyota NS4, 
the all-electric Volkswagen 
Pure, and the Natural Gas 
Civic--just to name a few. 
    With it being a general 
election year, we have a lot 
to look forward to as far as 
how clean energy legislation 
will be altered, and how 
changes will affect the 
alternative fuel industry. To 
reiterate the importance of 
national recognition of the 
Clean Cities program, Bill 
Sheaffer will be visiting 
Washington, DC in March to 
meet with our representatives 
to discuss the vital matter of 
the deployment of alternative 
fuels in the U.S. 
   

  

Legislative B reakfast just around the corner  

 
 
Join us Tuesday, February 
28

th 
under a large event tent 

on the lawn of the State 
Capitol. The Legislative 
Breakfast is an annual event 
hosted by the Arizona Clean 
Cities and APS, and is made 
a success by a large team of 
organizations from around the 
state who join us in the 
extensive promotion of 
alternative fuels. We bring our 
State Legislators and other 
civic leaders up-to-date on 
the opportunities of the use of 
clean American fuels. This 
year we will be recognizing 
Arizona school districts and 
our National Clean Fleet 
Partners, which includes 
UPS, Frito-Lay, Verizon, and 
Coca-Cola. Our dedicated 

school districts and these 
major corporations have 
pledged to replace or convert 
the majority of their 
commercial fleets to 
alternative fuel vehicles. The 
event will take place from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., and break at 11 
a.m. for attendees to enjoy a 
wide variety of booth displays, 
peer exchange, and a huge 
demonstration of conventional 
and unique alternative fuel 
vehicles, from a hybrid cherry 
picker to an all-electric Vespa. 
    Our stakeholders and 
Arizona Clean Cities agree 
that we should propose to put 
a stop to expending a 
staggering amount of 
resources on our dependency 
on out-of-state petroleum fuel. 

We have local producers of 
alternative fuels in Arizona 
and no existing oil refineries; 
which leaves Arizonans 
dependent on two 350-mile 
pipelines, from Texas and 
from California for the 
entirety of our petroleum 
motor fuel needs. Clean 
Cities, National Clean Fleet 
Partners, and our forward-
thinking school districts have 
decided that it is up to us to 
gain the momentum for the 
advancement of alternative 
fuels. We can do this first by 
educating our state 
representatives on this 
important cause. 
   Please contact us at (480) 
884-1623 or click here for 
more information. 
 

     The VSCCC Chair and 
Fleet Director for the City of 
Scottsdale, Danny Johnson 
is retiring this month. After 
ten great years of service 
with our Coalition, his 
dedication and leadership 
will be sorely missed. 
Replacing Danny as Chair 
will be Charlie Johnson with 
the City of Peoria. Charlie 
has previously served as 
our Secretary/Treasurer. As 
our Coalition has grown 
over the past year, the new 
position of Vice Chair has 
been created, which has 
been gladly been filled by 
Joe Giudice with the City of 
Phoenix. Our new 
Secretary/Treasurer is well-
deserving board member 
Marv McCarthy of the Green 
Dining Network. 

http://cleanairmakemore.com/widget.html
http://www.cleanairaz.org/upcoming-meetings/
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ALA turns 100 years old in 
2012! http://www.lungusa.org/ 
The American Lung 
Association introduced My 
Fighting for Air Community. 
This website allows users to 
create a Community Page to 
organize helpers and 
volunteers in activities that 
can support people living with 
lung disease and their 
families. You can help in the 
following ways: 

¶ Organize volunteers to 
help a family when their 
child is hospitalized 
with asthma. Help 
coordinate child care 
and transportation for 
parents who are caring 
for a loved one with 
lung disease 

¶ Schedule offers to give 
caregivers a break or to 
do something special 
for them. 

¶ Coordinate meals and 
transportation to 
medical appointments 
for someone with lung 
cancer 

 

Before we welcomed the New 
Year, Valley of the Sun Clean 
Cities invited representatives 
from Mesa Public School 
District, Auto Safety House, 
and Canyon State Bus Sales 
to SkySong to demonstrate 
their successes of 2011 in the 
low-emission school bus 
industry. A number of 
representatives from 
interested school districts 
attended to hear the 
informative presentations and 
to view the newest alternative 
fuel entries including the 
standard-sized 
Cummins/Thomas CNG 
school bus, and the propane 
auto gas special needs bus 
offered by Blue Bird. In the 
summer of 2011, Mesa 

Low- emissions S chool Bus Summit  had  
noteworthy outcome   

Unified School District 
announced its purchase of 27 
propane school buses. Ron 
Latko, the director of 
transportation and vehicle 
maintenance at Mesa USD, 
presented the benefits on 
their gradual switch to 
propane. Not only will they 
reap the health benefits and 
the improvement of air quality, 
but they will see long-term 
financial benefits due to lower 
maintenance and fuel costs. 
Canyon State Bus Sales sold 
Mesa USD the lot of propane 
school buses. Tom Hartman 
of Canyon State Bus Sales 
demonstrated the quality of 
their product as well as the 
benefits of using propane in 
addition to every reliable 

alternative fuel in order to 
reduce petroleum 
dependency. Adam Wilkum 
of Auto Safety House 
reviewed the new and 
improved CNG model from 
Cummins/Thomas, as well 
as their newest model 
offered, the C2

e
 Hybrid 

Thomas school bus.  
    Some attendees partook 
in the ride-and-drive that 
followed the meeting. The 
buses were described to 
ride quieter and smoother 
than the traditional 
passenger sedan.  
    Please visit our Facebook 
page for more pictures and 
details from this event. 

 

In an effort to reduce sewage 
waste and air pollution over 
the holidays, Queen Creek 
partnered with the Town of 
Gilbert and REV Biodiesel’s 
Third Annual Turkey Grease 
Drive. The drive lasted 
through Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Year’s. 
The drive began on November 
18, 2011 and ended on 
January 8, 2012. Valley 
residents who participated 
disposed of their used grease 
at collection barrels at any of 

Third annual t urkey grease drive hosted 
by Town of Gilbert , REV, and Queen Creek  

the Gilbert fire stations. 
    After the completion of the 
drive, REV Biodiesel 
converted the used grease 
into a non-toxic, 
biodegradable biodiesel at its 
processing plant. Dan Rees, 
President of REV Biodiesel, 
stated, “Biodiesel not only 
fuels vehicles, but also helps 
to decrease air pollution and 
cuts down the amount of 
grease that clogs our sewer 
systems, avoiding costly 
repairs to the Town and its 

residents.” Each year the 
number of pounds of oil 
collected increases. In 2010, 
11,032 pounds of used 
cooking oil was collected, 
tripling that of what was 
collected in 2009. Although 
the results are not yet out on 
this year’s drive, we can only 
predict that the season for 
giving cooking oil reached 
new heights.  
    For more information, 
email event contact from 
REV Biodiesel. 
 

We will be having a Board of 
Directors meeting Thursday, 
January 12

th
 to discuss 

upcoming events, our 
budget, as well as projected 
changes to our board. Ballots 
for voting on new members 
will be sent to all of our dues 
paying members after the 
meeting.  
   The annual Legislative 
Breakfast will take place on 
the main lawn of the Arizona 

Upcoming events  
Capitol February 28

th
 9:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We will be 
teaming up with Tucson 
Regional Coalition to honor 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy National Partners and 
our clean air champions, the 
Arizona school districts. There 
will be an alternative fuel 
vehicle exhibition including 
some of the newest most 
exciting models of 2012!  
Come to enjoy a hot 

breakfast, enlightening 
presentations, and to discuss 
with experts on alternative 
fuels and vehicles. 
    A little further down the 
road, Executive Director Bill 
Sheaffer will attend Energy 
Independence Summit 2012 
March 25-28

th
 in Washington, 

DC, where many coordinators 
will gather to inform 
representatives on the 
importance of Clean Cities. 
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Top: Hartman & rep from Phx Union H.S.; 

Middle: Blue Bird propane bus (left) & 

Thomas CNG bus (right); Bottom: Wilkum 

presents to stakeholders at SkySong 

http://www.lungusa.org/
http://lungusa.lotsahelpinghands.com/caregiving/home/
http://lungusa.lotsahelpinghands.com/caregiving/home/
../Meetings/meeting%2012-13-11/brochure-c2-hybrid.pdf
../Meetings/meeting%2012-13-11/brochure-c2-hybrid.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/valleyofthesuncleancitiescoalition
http://www.revbiodiesel.com/
http://www.gilbertaz.gov/headlinenews/shownews.cfm?recordID=1009
http://www.gilbertaz.gov/headlinenews/shownews.cfm?recordID=1009
mailto:susanb@revbiodiesel.com
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ASU SkySong 
1475 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
# 200 Scottsdale, AZ 

85275-3538 

Bill Sheaffer, 
Executive Director 

Phone: 480-314-0360 
Cell: 602-432-9884 
Fax: 480-314-2457 
bill@cleanairaz.org 

Megan Merrill, Co-

Coordinator 
Office: 480-884-1623 

meganm@cleanairaz.org 

http://www.cleanairaz

.org/  

 

The Maricopa Association 
of Governments joined the 
Department of Energy's 
Clean Cities Program in 
1997. The Clean Cities 
Program was created by 
the federal Energy Policy 
Act of 1992 (EPACT) to 
support voluntary efforts 
by government and 
business to reduce our 
country's dependence on 
foreign oil. There are now 
over eighty coalitions 
nationwide.  
    In July 2001, Maricopa 
Association of 
Governments handed over 

About our o rganization  

 government, utilit y, and 
business organizations. 
    The VSCCC's 
stakeholders operate nearly 
7,000 alternative  fuel 
vehicles and displace some 
30 million gallons of 
petroleum fuel annually 
with alternative fuels such 
as natural gas, biodiesel, 
propane, ethanol, and 
electricity. According to a 
2010 survey, this 
represents 10% of the 
annual consumption of 
alternative transportation 
fuel in the U.S.  

the Clean Cities operation 
to a group of independent 
stakeholders representing 
local industry and 
government. This group 
was re-chartered by DOE 
under the new name, 
Valley of the Sun Clean 
Cities Coalition. This new 
and improved coalition 
emerged with an 
innovative vision and 
strategic plan for cleaner 
air and a future less 
dependent on petroleum. 
Today, the coalition's 
stakeholders represent 
more than sixty 
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Our mission: We are dedicated to advancing the environmental, e nergy, and 
economic security of Central and Northern Arizona, by advocating and participating 
in practices that  promote clean domestic energy in order to r educe dependence on 
conventional petroleum -based fuels.  
 
Our scope of activities and  services: Municipal, commercial and personal transportation  
Our jurisdiction: Maricopa, La Paz, Mohave, Coconino, and Yavapai County  
Our focus: To apply our stakeholdersô background and skills involving transportation fuel and 
alternative fueling techno logies to reach the public. This includes:  

ü The use of alternative fuels:  
¶ Biodiesel 
¶ Electricity 
¶ Ethanol 
¶ Hydrogen 
¶ Natural Gas 
¶ Propane 

ü Reducing fuel consumption: 
¶ Commercial Idle Reduction 
¶ School Bus Idle Reduction 
¶ Electric Powered Light Rail 
¶ Other fuel saving equipment and accessories 

ü The development of infrastructure to service the needs of alternative fuel vehicles  
ü Coordinate programs with other coalitions in the Western Region 
ü Working with legislatures at all levels, to promote favorable legislation  
ü Work with government and private agencies with a direct tie with our goals i.e. 

Maricopa County Air Board, American Lung. AZ Association of Cities & Towns, Valley 
Forward, ADEQ 

Our vision:   
ü Pristine air to reach EPA attainment standards and compliment the beauty of our 

state  
ü Public, commercial and municipal participation in meeting the EPA goal to have 

seventy-five percent of our vehicles running on alternative fuels  
ü Self-sufficient motor fuel sources to eliminate the use of foreign oil  

 

For any suggestions or questions please call us at (480) 884-1623. 

For general questions about the Clean Cities program, please visit http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/.  

We operate daily out of SkySong- 

ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center. 

All stakeholder events (unless 

otherwise noted) are held at the 

SkySong campus which offers 

beautiful meeting rooms and an 

abundance of IT support. 

mailto:bill@cleanairaz.org
mailto:meganm@cleanairaz.org
http://www.cleanairaz.org/
http://www.cleanairaz.org/
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/

