
 
For the past four years 
residents of Maricopa 
County have violated the 
no-burn rule during the 
holiday season. Burning 
trash, wood, or leaves is 
prohibited on no-burn days 
in order to prevent 
pollution from being 
trapped close to the 
ground. The no-burn rules 
are to protect people who 
suffer from lung disease, 
asthma, etc., and it is 
important to maintain the 
no-burn guidelines. On 
Oct. 12

th
 concerned 

citizens gathered to come 
up with a better way to get 
the word out of no-burn 
days. Call (602) 506-6713 
or visit 
www.maricopa.gov/aq to 
learn about the outcome of 
the meeting. 
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On October 16th, Sierra Club 

teamed up with Plug In 

America and the Electric Auto 

Association to organize events 

in 20 major cities nationwide to 

showcase the exciting present 

and future of plug-in and hybrid 

vehicles.  The “Tailgates 

without Tailpipes” held at 

Monti's La Casa Vieja parking 

lot and in the public parking 

area of Phoenix Public Market 

were very well attended. 

Electric vehicle owners and 

enthusiasts gathered at both 

locations to champion the 

benefits of electric vehicles. 

New plug-in vehicles by GM, 

National Plug In Day  highlights  
 

Nissan, Toyota, SMART, Ford, 

Coda and others were on 

display and some were 

available for ride-and-drives.  

EV chargers, including 

ECOtality’s Blink chargers and 

other products were also on 

display. 

     With the recent installments 

by Blink alone, the Phoenix 

area now has 19 locations with 

two or more electric vehicle 

chargers available to the 

general public.  There are also 

extensive plans for electric 

vehicle infrastructure to begin 

along the I-10 route from 

Phoenix to Tucson.  ECOtality 

is pushing ahead to install 

charging stations at 

convenient intervals and easy 

access along the freeway. 

This will enable those with all 

electric vehicles to travel this 

popular route with assurance 

of adequate power to run this 

route in both directions. Now 

more than ever, Arizonans 

have a reason to take interest 

in electric vehicles due to the 

ever growing EV infrastructure 

in the Valley. 

 

City of Tempe rolls out hybrid - electric transit buses  
  

 
A fleet revamp that yields 
environmental benefits 
including less pollution, less 
noise, reduced parts and labor 
costs, and better riding 
experience is hard to overlook. 
In September, the City of 
Tempe introduced 17 hybrid-
electric passenger buses 
measuring at 60-feet that will 
indefinitely save money in 
maintenance and fuel costs. 
The buses will replace the old 
30, 35 and 40-foot buses that 
have surpassed their lifespan 

(500,000 miles or 12 years). 
“These larger buses will reduce 
overcrowding along heavily 
traveled corridors throughout 
the region,” said Greg Jordan, 
Interim Deputy Public Works 
Director. The fleet was paid for 
with regional Proposition 400 
funds, Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) 5307 
formula grant funds specifically 
allocated for bus fleet 
replacement and FTA’s Clean 
Fuels Grant Program. The 
engine on the 17 buses is 
programmed to idle while the 
bus is operating in the electric 
mode. From 0 to 15 mph, the 
bus runs on stored electrical 
power; therefore, heavy 
emissions and noise are 
eradicated during 
acceleration. When the bus 

operator removes their foot 
from the accelerator, the 
electric motors reverse 
direction to provide dynamic 
braking without having to 
actually use the brakes. These 
buses represent the second 
generation of Tempe’s transit 
bus fleet and continue the 
city’s commitment to 
innovation, alternative fuel 
technology, efficiency and a 
high esteem for passenger 
satisfaction. For more 
information contact Valley 
Metro Customer service at 
csr@valleymetro.org or visit 
the Valley Metro’s press 
release page. 
     For more information on 
how Tempe is supporting a 
greener environment, 
www.tempe.gov/tim or call 
602-253-5000. 

 

www.maricopa.gov/aq
www.maricopa.gov/aq
mailto:csr@valleymetro.org
http://www.valleymetro.org/pressreleases/detail/tempe_introduces_hybrid-electric_buses/
http://www.valleymetro.org/pressreleases/detail/tempe_introduces_hybrid-electric_buses/
http://www.tempe.gov/tim
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The American Lung 
Association believes that 
children should be able to 
breath safely at school. 
Developing lungs are the 
most susceptible to harmful 
pollution put off by heavy 
traffic on public school 
grounds. Although school 
buses operate outdoors, the 
fumes they produce can 
rapidly spread indoors. As 
building doors are opened 
and closed, diesel exhaust 
can move indoors; 
therefore, the fumes have 
the potential of endangering 
the health of everyone 
inside school facilities. 
School policies that limit 
school bus idling can 
reduce the amount of 
pollution travelling indoors, 
while also saving money on 
fuel. For more information 
or to get involved, go to the 
National Idle-Reduction 
Campaign, a part of the 
EPA's Clean School Bus 
USA program. 

Fourteen companies are 
partnering with Clean Cities 
to reduce the use of 
petroleum motor fuel. These 
National Clean Fleet 
Partners operate an 
estimated one million service 
and general vehicles, and it 
is the job Clean Cities 
coordinators to facilitate 
hands-on assistance at the 
national and local level to 
find the most cost-effective 
ways to decrease petroleum 
use within their fleets. 
Through Clean Cities, the 
National Partners have 
additional support from the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, the National 
Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, and the Argonne 

Fourteen major corporations join forces 
with Clean Cities   

National Laboratories during 
their conversion to clean 
American fuels. 
     The current list of National 
Partners is gradually growing. 
Below are the members of the 
National Clean Fleet 
Partnership to date: 

¶ AT&T 

¶ Coca-Cola 

¶ Enterprise Holdings 
(Enterprise, Alamo, 
National) 

¶ FedEx 

¶ Frito-Lay 

¶ General Electric 

¶ OSRAM Sylvania  

¶ PepsiCo 

¶ Ryder 

¶ Schwan’s 

¶ Staples 

¶ Thyssen/Krupp  
Elevators 

¶ UPS 

¶ Verizon 
 

     It takes a huge amount of 
dedication to be a member 
of the National Clean Fleet 
Partnership, and we are 
proud to say that the current 
partners are making 
investing in alternative fuels 
look easy. They are truly 
seeing the short-term 
benefits of converting their 
fleets to alternative fuel 
types, and soon enough 
they will notice the long-term 
benefits of their 
commitment. For information 
on how to become a 
member, please contact us. 

In an article in The Arizona 
Republic, City of Scottsdale’s 
fleet director and Chairman of 
the Board for Valley of the 
Sun Clean Cities, Danny 
Johnson exclaimed that one 
of their trash trucks can burn 
$25,000 to $35,000 worth of 
diesel per year. Since the City 
of Scottsdale has always 
experimented with new 
technology in order to save 
money, it was no surprise that 
they introduced a hybrid trash 
truck to their fleet in February 
of this year. After being on the 

Scottsdale refuse trucks go hybrid  
road for eight months, Danny 
has estimated that the hybrid 
technology on the truck has 
increased the brake life by 
about fifty percent and the 
fuel economy at least ten 
percent. 
     ElectroMotive Designs 
was the engineering and 
design team behind the 
hybrid refuse truck. The truck 
utilizes regenerative braking 
system and launch-assist 
technology which yields 
much less wear and tear on 
the breaks; and for a vehicle 

that is constantly stop and 
go, this technology is well 
suited. 
     To view a video interview 
with Danny about his hybrid 
refuse truck please visit 
Clean Cities TV . 
 

 
  

On November 1
st
 Green 

Chamber will be having 
Green Drinks from 5:30-
7:30pm at Bliss ReBAR. It 
will be $5 for members and 
$10 for non-members. For 
more information visit the 
Green Chamber calendar. 
On November 14-17, 2011, 
Executive Director Bill 
Sheaffer will be attending the 
Clean Cities Coordinator 
Regional Peer Exchange.  

Upcoming events  
The event will be held at the 
Sheraton Dallas Hotel in 
Dallas, TX. This meeting will 
include all six regions of the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Clean Cities Program, and will 
provide coordinators with the 
opportunity to interact and 
collaborate with other 
coordinators from their region, 
neighboring regions and the 
Department of Energy 
program staff. Bill will get the 

opportunity to interact with 
industry experts, receive 
programmatic updates, and 
discuss and address common 
challenges.  Please visit 
cleanairaz.org for monthly 
calendar updates.  
     If you have major industry 
news or an event that you 
would like publicized, please 
contact Megan Merrill at 
meganm@cleanairaz.org. 
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On October 26

th
, in 

celebration of their 20
th
 

anniversary, DOE's 

Alternative Fuels and 

Advanced Vehicles Data 

Center (AFDC) launched the 

Vehicle Cost Calculator and 

accompanying widget. The 

tool uses basic information 

about your driving habits to 

calculate cost of ownership 

and emissions for most 

models of vehicles, including 

alternative fuel vehicles. 

http://www.epa.gov/otaq/schoolbus/antiidling.htm
http://www.epa.gov/otaq/schoolbus/antiidling.htm
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/national_partners.html
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/national_partners.html
http://www.electromd.com/
http://www.cleancities.tv/FeaturedContent/AlternativeFuelsVehiclesandTechnologies/ElectricDrive.aspx?VID=110901_CCTV_Scottsdale1.flv&Cap=110901_CCTV_Scottsdale1.xml
http://www.thegreenchamber.org/index.php?option=com_gcalendar&view=event&eventID=azU0czZkbjUzb3B1amxja3ZkcmpkajA0a3NfMjAxMTExMDJUMDAzMDAwWiBncmVlbmNoYW1iZXJuZXdzQG0&start=1320183000&end=1320190200&gcid=1&Itemid=59
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/afdc/calc/
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The Maricopa Association 
of Governments joined the 
Department of Energy's 
Clean Cities Program in 
1997. The Clean Cities 
Program was created by 
the federal Energy Policy 
Act of 1992 (EPACT) to 
support voluntary efforts 
by government and 
business to reduce our 
country's dependence on 
foreign oil. There are now 
over eighty coalitions 
nationwide. 
    In July 2001, Maricopa 
Association of 
Governments handed over 

About our o rganization  

 government, utilit y, and 
business organizations. 
    The VSCCC's 
stakeholders operate nearly 
7,000 alternative  fuel 
vehicles and displace some 
30 million gallons of 
petroleum fuel annually 
with alternative fuels such 
as natural gas, biodiesel, 
propane, ethanol, and 
electricity. According to a 
2010 survey, this 
represents 10% of the 
annual consumption of 
alternative transportation 
fuel in the U.S.  

the Clean Cities operation 
to a group of independent 
stakeholders representing 
local industry and 
government. This group 
was re-chartered by DOE 
under the new name, 
Valley of the Sun Clean 
Cities Coalition. This new 
and improved coalition 
emerged with an 
innovative vision and 
strategic plan for cleaner 
air and a future less 
dependent on petroleum. 
Today, the coalition's 
stakeholders represent 
more than sixty 
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Our mission: We are dedicated to advancing the environmental, e nergy, and 
economic security of Central and Northern Arizona, by advocating and participating 
in practices that  promote clean domestic energy in order to r educe dependence on 
conventional petroleum -based fuels.  
 
Our scope of activities and services: Municipal, commercial and personal transportation  
Our jurisdiction: Maricopa, La Paz, Mohave, Coconino, and Yavapai County  
Our focus: To apply our stakeholdersô background and skills involving transportation fuel and 
alternative fueling technologies to reach the public. This includes:  

ü The use of alternative fuels:  
¶ Biodiesel 
¶ Electricity 
¶ Ethanol 
¶ Hydrogen 
¶ Natural Gas 
¶ Propane 

ü Reducing fuel consumption: 
¶ Commercial Idle Reduction 
¶ School Bus Idle Reduction 
¶ Electric Powered Light Rail 
¶ Other fuel saving equipment and accessories 

ü The development of infrastructure to service the needs of alternative fuel vehicles  
ü Coordinate programs with other coalitions in the Western Region 
ü Working with legislatures at all levels, to promote favorable legislation  
ü Work with government a nd private agencies with a direct tie with our goals i.e. 

Maricopa County Air Board, American Lung. AZ Association of Cities & Towns, Valley 
Forward, ADEQ 

Our vision:   
ü Pristine air to reach EPA attainment standards and compliment the beauty of our 

state  
ü Public, commercial and municipal participation in meeting the EPA goal to have 

seventy-five percent of our vehicles running on alternative fuels  
ü Self-sufficient motor fuel sources to eliminate the use of foreign oil  

 

For any suggestions or questions please call us at (480) 884-1623. 

For general questions about the Clean Cities program, please visit http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/.  

We operate daily out of SkySong- 

ASU Scottsdale Innovation Center. 

All stakeholder events (unless 

otherwise noted) are held at the 

SkySong campus which offers 

beautiful meeting rooms and an 

abundance of IT support. 

mailto:bill@cleanairaz.org
mailto:meganm@cleanairaz.org
http://www.cleanairaz.org/
http://www.cleanairaz.org/
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/

